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Henrietta
United Methodist Church

Serving Christ Since 1872

February 2021
Newsletter

“Our mission is to become
and make disciples;
to serve wherever Jesus calls us.”

Worship Services:

Sundays at 9 & 11 AM




[PORTANT NOTICE

Keep checking your email for the latest updates
on small group gatherings & worship options

12 Due to the closures, Susan’s office hours on
Tuesday are varied. If you need to contact her,
9“ 3 please leave a voicemail at 440-965-2400 or
send a message at

CHURCH henriettaumchurch@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Matthew Phipps can be reached at
216-906-9741 or henriettaumcpastor@gmail.com

Worship Services are posted to our website,

Henriettaumc.org, and to our Facebook
page on Sundays at 10 AM.

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

28 — Matthew & Deborah Phipps

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

3 —Judy Baumann
3 — Hattie Born
6 — Beth Baker
7 — Brett Woods
9 —Judy Born
10 — Tracy Cornwell

11 — Mark Hertrick

14— Georgia Schmitkons
19 — Butch Born

23 — Becky Kovach

25 — Pat Schwenk




Humor in the Pews

A man went to the movies and was surprised to find a woman with
a big collie sitting in front of him. Even more amazing was the fact
that the dog always laughed in the right places through the
comedy.

“Excuse me,” the man said to the woman, “but I think it’s
astounding that your dog enjoys the movie so much.”

“I'm surprised myself, she replied. “He hated the book.”

O
Gy

While on a road trip, an elderly couple stopped at a roadside
restaurant for lunch. After finishing their meal, they left the
restaurant and resumed their trip.

When leaving, the elderly woman unknowingly left her glasses
on the table, and she didn’t miss them until they had been
driving for about forty minutes.

By then, to add to the aggravation, they had to travel quite a
distance before they could find a place to turnaround in order
to return to the restaurant to retrieve her glasses. All the way
back, the elderly husband became the classic grumpy old man.

He fussed and complained, and scolded his wife relentlessly
during the entire return drive.

The more he chided her, the more agitated he became. He just
wouldn’t let up for a single minute.

To her relief, they finally arrived at the restaurant. As the
woman got out of the car and hurried inside to retrieve her
glasses, the old geezer yelled to her, “While you're in there,
you might as well get my hat and the credit card.”

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Church,

If you were to look up the word community one definition you might
find is: a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing
common attitudes, interests, and goals

| love that definition. In general, that definition speaks to us about the
theme of centering. In this case, like-minded people centering
themselves around the things that bring them together in oneness.

| believe that Christianity is at its best when we center around not
what divides us, but around what centers and unites us. What is that
thing, those things? It's the call to love.

Indeed, Christ when met by an expert of the law, encouraged the
expert to think about the law itself to unearth the valuable answers
of eternal life:

What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

He answered, ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.

Luke 10:26-27

Christ affirms his answer, then, he goes on to tell him the parable of
the Good Samaritan. This example, that we know well, offers surprise.
Why? It radically emphasizes a love that has no barriers as it pertains
to, "Who is my neighbor?" We often, and mostly unintentionally, limit
our scope of who our neighbor is. We do this by not making others
feel like they belong, or are welcome, in beloved communities. Stories
like the Good Samaritan can intentionally center us once again on
what matters. That is love. Love for God, self, and neighbor.

As we look into this year, and as we think about our own community,
let's consider:

What centers us?

Who are our neighbors?

How might we grow in our capacity to love?
Are we a community of radical welcome?

Have a blessed month!

Pastor Matthew



CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

The contribution statements for the tax year 2020 are going into the
mail this week. This is the second year that we have had this type of
statement, but it can be a little confusing, so | thought | would clarify
several parts of the statement:

e CONTRIBUTIONS- listed by date and amount at the top
section of the form. This is for all contributions made January
1, 2020 through December 31, 2020

e FUND SUMMARY- a breakdown to which funds the
contributions were credited; with a total of contributions
received by the church- 01/01/2020 to 12/31/2020

e PLEDGE SUMMARY- Pledges made July 1, 2019- June 30,
2020: Breaking down the pledges made; the actual paid and
the difference

The church fiscal year runs July 1« through June 30+, and under normal
circumstances a Stewardship Campaign is conducted with the hope of
members pledging/tithing to support our church budget. This helps
the Administrative Council establish the guidelines for providing the
monies to cover the four parts of the budget- Pastoral Ministry,
Shared Ministry, Fixed Operating and Discretionary. Unfortunately,
with COVID-19 this past year, it was not possible to conduct a new
campaign, but our faithful members continued their financial support
as best as they were able. Completing your pledges to the church are
very important, but circumstances do change, so if you are not able to
complete your commitment, please contact the church office. If you
have any questions in regards to your Contribution Statement, the
Budget or need additional clarification please feel free to contact me,
Kim Biery or Steve Kovach, Financial Co-Chairs

Thank you

Ann Buchs, Treasurer

Church Update

At this time, we are both hopeful and optimistic about
decreasing COVID numbers, and also that vaccinations
have begun. It's with these positive changes in mind,
that we are now beginning to work on plans to safely
reopen the building. Over this next month we will be
communicating that plan further, though work is
beginning to get us ready for a building reopen. Our
target date is March 21st, right before we move into
Easter Services. Over this next month, as we prepare, we
will also be increasing our mission/outreach engagement
in the community. We will be sharing more about these
new mission initiatives throughout the month of
February.

Pastor Matthew

I would like to thank all my Christian family from
Henrietta UMC for the support through cards, phone
calls and prayers during the time of my Uncle Jerry
Massanova’s passing January 5, 2021. How important
that support has been to ust Thank you.

Sincerely,
Kathy Grote



Facts about COVID-19 Vaccine

COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.

Safety is a top priority of the U.S. vaccine safety development and approval process. The development
process for COVID-19 vaccines involved several steps comparable with those used to develop other vaccines
such as the flu or measles vaccine, which have successfully protected millions of Ohioans for decades. The
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), as well as independent medical experts, have ensured that every
detail of COVID-19 vaccines is thoroughly and rigorously evaluated. Evidence shows that COVID-19 vaccines
are safe and work to prevent COVID-19. Of the first two vaccines to be granted FDA emergency use
authorization, the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine was 95% effective, and the Moderna vaccine was 94% effective in
phase 3 clinical trials with more than 70,000 participants tested between the two studies.

COVID-19 vaccine development and clinical trials were thorough, and thanks to a strategic scientific
effort to streamline processes, could be developed more efficiently.

There have been no shortcuts in the vaccine development process. The process has been quicker as a result
of strategic efforts to run concurrent trial phases, as well as a commitment to help condense timelines and
reduce or eliminate months-long waiting periods during which documents would be prepared or be waiting for
review. Messenger RNA (MRNA), used by the two vaccines to receive FDA emergency use authorization
(Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna), while new, is not unknown. Researchers have been studying mRNA for
decades, and early-stage clinical trials using mRNA vaccines have been carried out for influenza, Zika, rabies,
and cytomegalovirus (CMV). Recent technological advancements in RNA biology and chemistry, as well as
delivery systems, have allowed these COVID-19 vaccines using mRNA to be developed as safe and effective
vaccines.

Receiving an mRNA vaccine will not alter your DNA.

Messenger ribonucleic acid, or mRNA, is not able to alter or modify a person’s genetic makeup (DNA). The
mRNA from a COVID-19 vaccine never enters the nucleus of the cell, which is where your DNA is kept, and
therefore does not affect or interact with your DNA in any way. The mRNA from COVID-19 vaccines can most
easily be described as a set of instructions for your body on how to make a harmless piece of “spike protein” to
allow our immune systems to recognize that this protein doesn’t belong there and begin building an immune
response and making antibodies. Essentially, COVID-19 vaccines that use mRNA work with the body’s natural
defenses to safely develop immunity to the virus, giving your cells a blueprint of how to make antibodies. Learn
more about how COVID-19 mRNA vaccines work. how COVID-19 mRNA vaccines work.

COVID-19 vaccines will not give you COVID-19.

The COVID-19 vaccines currently in development in the United States do not use the live virus that causes
COVID-19. The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines are messenger ribonucleic acid, or mRNA, vaccines.
The goal of these COVID-19 vaccines is to teach our immune systems how to recognize and fight the virus that
causes COVID-19. Sometimes your body working to process this goal after you receive the vaccine can cause
side effects, such as fatigue, headache, soreness or redness at the injection site, and muscle or joint pain.
These symptoms are normal and are a sign that the body is building immunity. It typically takes a few weeks
for the body to build immunity after vaccination, and some vaccines require two doses, including the Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna products. That means it is possible that a person could be infected with the virus that
causes COVID-19 just before, or just after, getting the vaccination and become sick, since it takes the vaccine
time to provide protection.

People who have recovered from COVID-19 may still benefit from getting vaccinated.

At this time, experts do not know how long someone is protected from getting sick again after recovering from
COVID-19. Due to the severe health risks associated with COVID-19, and because re-infection with COVID-19
is possible, people are advised to get a COVID-19 vaccine even if they have been sick with COVID-19 before.
The immunity someone gains from having an infection, called natural immunity, varies from person to person.
Both natural immunity and vaccine-induced immunity are important aspects of COVID-19 that experts are
trying to learn more about, and the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will keep the
public informed as new evidence becomes available.



COVID-19 vaccines will not cause you to test positive on COVID-19 viral tests.

Vaccines currently in clinical trials in the United States won’t cause you to test positive on viral tests, which are
used to see if you have a current infection. If your body develops an immune response, which is the goal of
vaccination, there is a possibility you may test positive on some antibody tests. Antibody tests indicate you
had a previous infection and that you may have some level of protection against the virus. Experts are
currently looking at how COVID-19 vaccination may affect antibody testing results.

Children are not yet eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccines.

The COVID-19 vaccines that have received emergency use authorization (EUA) are not recommended for
children under age 16. The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is recommended for people ages 16 and older, and the
Moderna vaccine is recommended for people ages 18 and older. The reason they have not been approved for
children yet is because more testing is needed.

Fetal cells were not used in the development of Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.

You should continue to wear a mask and practice social distancing after being vaccinated.

The vaccine will protect you from getting ill from COVID-19, however, not enough is known about whether or
not you can still carry the virus and spread it to others. More testing is needed. At this time, those who get the
vaccine should continue to wear masks and practice social distancing to protect others

How do | know which sources of COVID-19 vaccine information are accurate?

It can be difficult to know which sources of information you can trust. The internet and social media, unfortunately, can
be filled with dangerous misinformation about COVID-19 vaccines. The best thing you can do is educate yourself about
the vaccines with trustworthy information. Learn more about finding credible vaccine information in this article from the

cDC at https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/evalwebs.htm and from the Ohio Department of Health.
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/covid-19-vaccination-program




